Survival after simultaneous repair of bichamber cardiac and pulmonary vein rupture caused by blunt chest trauma.
A 44-year-old woman was transferred to our institution because of blunt chest trauma. Transthoracic echocardiography revealed decompression of the right ventricle resulting from pericardial effusion. Her hemodynamic condition was worsening gradually, and the decision was made to take the patient to the operating room. After releasing a large amount of clotting blood within the pericardial cavity, catastrophic hemorrhage occurred. Under better visualization after the patient was placed on cardiopulmonary bypass, we identified a 5-cm longitudinal tear and a 2-cm tear in the right atrium (RA), a 2-mm tear in the right ventricle (RV), and a 5-mm tear in the right lower pulmonary vein (PV). Those tears were repaired successfully with 5-0 polypropylene sutures.